Environmental Education Policy

Environmental Education is a vital component of the Nittany Valley Charter School mission and goals and is directly tied to the Pennsylvania Standards in Environmental and Ecology Education (this will be linked to the http://www.pde. state .pa.us/k 12/lib/k 12/envec .doc — the PDE standards page).
Each week, the Environmental program includes a 45 minute classroom session. In the fall and spring, the program is supplemented by a half-day or full-day field trip. The classroom time can be structured into mini-lessons, activities, and/or observation but its ultimate goal is to give the students the information needed to then go out into the field and conduct real environmental activities. The purpose of the field trips is to facilitate an appreciation and foster a sense of stewardship for nature, while simultaneously learning about our natural environment.
Field trips are scheduled weekly until Thanksgiving break and following Spring break and may be held during other times, if appropriate. Field trips are not typically held during the winter because conditions often prohibit safe travel and/or learning. During fall and spring, we will go rain or shine, sun or snow, as so much can be seen and better understood in a variety of outdoor conditions. Only if conditions for travel (or at the field trip site) are dangerous or miserable, will a trip be postponed.
Dangerous/miserable conditions include the following:
unplowed roads
ice on roads
flooding
moderate or higher risk of thunderstorms
combined temperature and wind-chill below 30 degrees
heavy winds and precipitation
rain with temperature below 45 degrees
other conditions that would inhibit the students' ability to
effectively accomplish the purpose of the field trip, as determined by the Environmental Ed teacher and CEO.
